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It’s the affectionate and sympathetic
portrayal of Diane Mead, and J’Onn’s
obvious affection for her, that make the stories
about their relationship the most enjoyable
parts of this book. Even after her return,
DETECTIVE COMICS editor Jack Schiff and
his writers were reluctant to use her in every
story. Fortunately, as we’ll see in Vol. 3, this
will change. But in this volume we have only
four more Diane Meade stories (from issues
#282, 284, 290 and 293). We don’t need to
go into a detailed synopsis of each one. What
matters is that she becomes more likable with
each

appearances,

and

we

begin

to
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Mars, such an important theme in the early
stories, receives so little attention——often none
at all——in these later stories. We know little
about the life he had on Mars. We are told in
the debut story, “The Strange Experient of Dr.
Erdel” (DETECTIVE COMICS #225), that he
worked as a scientist. (We’re not told what
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Brother” we’re introduced to his parents and
younger sibling. But that’s it. Did he have a
wife or a girlfriend? Did he ever find love on
Mars? We don’t know, but we do know that
he found it on Earth.
—— Wade Greenberg
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